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altars, special masses, and alms. They also pre-
sented the church with costly stained glass windows,
in the decoration of which the German imperial
eagle figured conspicuously, and with cunningly-
carved stalls reserved for the use of the Steelyard
authorities. As late as the year 1747 these seats
were still in the possession of the master of the Steel-
yard and the other representatives of the guild In
front of these stalls there always burned five of the
biggest tapers the church could boast. Indeed the
Hanseatics were famous for their outward observances
of piety, both while they were Catholics and after
they, as well as the English, became Protestants. Of
course the Catholic religion made more show. Saint
Barbara was a saint whom they specially affected,
and on her day (December 4th) they caused a most
elaborate mass to be sung and afterwards treated the
priest, their English alderman, and the royal door-
keeper of the Star Chamber to fruit and wine in the
Cosin's Lane Garden. At Corpus Christ! they joined
the great procession of all the guilds and notabilities ;
and on midsummer night, and the eve of St. Peter and
St. Paul, they illumined their Great Hall after the
ancient Saxon fashion with Yule fires and torches.
After the Great Fire of London the League presented
All Hallows with a carved oak screen that ran the
length of the whole church. It was the work of a
Hamburg carver, and excites admiration to this day.
In the centre it shows the large imperial eagle, as also
the arms of Queen Anne ; the main work consists of
twisted columns and arches.

The Germans in England seem to have adopted the